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N THE AFTE,RNOON OF 9 November 1,989, a

meeting of the East German government
was taking place in East Berlin. No one

present realized that this meeting would have
extraordinary consequences. It would, in fact, lead ro
a moment that changed world history - the fall of rhe
Berlin Wall.

By 1989, Germany had been a divided country for
over forty years. \7est Germany and East Germanv
were two separate countries, each with its own
government and its own capital city. The borders
between the two countries were closed. Berlin, deep
inside East Germany, was also a divided city. A
concrete barrier, the Berlin ril/all, ran through it.
Those living on the eastern side of the wall were
citizens of East Germany. Those living on the other
side of the wall were citizens of \7est Germann even
though their city lay within East Germany. The wall
had been built to prevent East Germans crossing from
East to \West Berlin.

Now East Germany was facing a crisis. Its governmenr.
like most of those in Eastern Europe, had been under
the control of the communist Soviet Union for decades.
But the Soviet Union was going through a period of
reform under its leader Mikhail Gorbachev. In the past
fer'v years, Gorbachev had been relaxing the strict lau's
by which communist governments ruled. East
European countries had begun to make similar
reforms. One of them, Hungary, now had a more
liberal government - which had decided to open its
borders to the \7est. For the first time in many years,
people were being allowed to leave Hungary and
travel into \Testern Europe. East Germans had begun
leaving their country in large numbers - pouring
through Czechoslovakia into Hungary, and then
crossing the border into Austria.

At the meeting on 9 November the leader of the East
German government, Egon I(renz, tried to deal with
the crisis. He announced that a new law would allow
citizens to travel or emigrate to the West, but only
after they had applied for a passport and a visa. It was

'-."f. r lj
+::;r:il

.'fi...11i

1SX.;

ti.:

East German soldiers stand
guard on top of the Berlin
Wall, built to prevent
East Berliners escaping to
West Berlin.
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