
East Berliners climb up
onto the Berlin Wall on
the night of 9-10
November 1989.

N Tnuasn,cy 9 NovrMsrR 1989, the press
conference described at the beginning of

this book took p1ace. The gor.ernment's
vital detail that travellers would need to obrain r isas
was lost in the excitement of the main neu's - Easr
Germans were to be allowed to cross the border.
Journalists ran from the room, most to the nearest
telephone. Within the hour, East German teler.ision
was broadcasting the news that the barriers along the
Berlin \7all were opening. The switchboards rvere
jammed by East Berliners unable to believe rvhat the,v
were hearing. Y/hen \fest German television also
started to broadcast the news, people stepped out
into the frosty Berlin night to see if it was rrue. At
the rvall itself, no one had given the East German
guards new orders. They stayed at their posrs as the
crou,ds gathered at the wall's crossing-points.

f 9OO ,- ) A felv people approached the guards
at rhe crossing-point on Invaliden

Strasse. The guards told them they would need to
obtain passports and visas before they could cross.

f 9jO ;-) A middle-aged husband and wife
went to the Bornholmer Strasse

crossing and asked to be allowed through. The guard
there had heard the news on his radio. He let them
through but made them promise to come back to East
Berlin later on! The crowd of East Berliners that had
gathered behind them recovered from their amazemenr
and approached the guard. He waved them all through.

alo$;;) Programmes on west German
relevision were interrupted as news

crews arrived at the crossing-points. Word spread that
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