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With the wall dividing
families, people stood on
ladders to wave to their
relatives across the barrier.

N THE yEARS FoLr-o\(/rNG the building of the wall,
Berliners got on with the task of living under its
shadow. The \7est German government

encouraged its citizens to live in \7est Berlin by
lowering rates of income tax cornpared to the rest o{
the country. Housirlg was also subsidized in \7est
Berlin, and voung people living there were not
required to do military service - which was
compulson, in the rest of \(/est Germany. The
government pumped money into \fest Berlin, and
subsidized hotel rates were used to encourage people
to visit the city. As tourists flocked into \7est Berlin,
the Berlin Wall found itself in a new role - as a
tourist attraction.

For East Berliners, Iife also began to improve. They
enjoyed excellent healthcare, cr6che facilities, virtuall,v
free public transport, full employment and subsidized
food and rents. 'ff/ith skilled workers no longer
deserting to the \7est, ourpur from factories rose
dramatically in the 1960s. Many East Germans
qer-rurneir- believed that their communist system was
iairer rl-ran rhe capitalism of V/est Berlin, and they
eres- pror-rd ot rl'reir achievements.

But East Berliners lacked some oi the kev fre edorns
enjoyed b1. Vest Berliners: freedom of speech, free
elections and the right to leave their counrry and
travel freely to the \7est.

\X/hile Berliners were settling into life with the wall,
Soviet attitudes towards the rest of Eastern Europe
were hardening. The building of the wail was nor the
only sign that force was necessary to impose the
Soviet system of government. In 1956, 3,000 people
had been killed when Soviet troops were sent ro put
down a revolt against the communist regime in
Hungary. In 1968, reforms took place in
Czechoslovakia, in what became knor,vn as the Prague
Spring. The leader of the government, Alexander
Dubgek, tried to introduce what he called
'communism with a human face'. But his moves
towards democracy were ended abruptly in August
1968, when Soviet tanks rumbled into Prague.
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