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VEN AFTER Easr Gr,nlraNy and rwest Germanr
closed their border in1952,people could molt

freely across the whole of Berlin. But the
political divisions of the Cold ITar were already clear
in the city. Each side of Berlin had its ou,n police
force. Each side also had its own army. The people or
West Berlin lived in a ciry surrounded by the East
German state, and to reach West Germany they had r
travel 190 kilometres by one of three ways: air, rrain
or road. There was only one railway line and one
road, with no garages or rest facilities between West
Berlin and the \7est German border. Commercial
flights into West Berlin could only be provided by
American, British and French airlines. These airlines
could only fly through East Germany along three air
routes or 'corridors'. These corridors had been agreec
between the four wartime allies in 1946, and had beei
used to airlift supplies during the Berlin blockade.

Although West Berlin was physically isolated inside
East GermanS West Berliners did not live the kind oi
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