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A DEATH

The McVeigh case shows how differently

Europe and America view capital punishment

By THOMAS SANCTON [PARIS

ARRESTED Mc'fﬂgh after
Amarica’s worst terrorist act

mEEL AN

1I' CRITIGS OF THE U.S. DEATH PENATTY
nceded any more ammunition to prove
that the systemn is unjust, Hawed and
unreliable, they got plenty last Friday.
Five days before Timothy McVeigh was
scheduled to die for a 1995 bombing
that killed 168 people, the U.S, Justice
Department postponed his execution
until June 11, Reason: the ra1 discovered
i thousands of pages of interview reports
and other documents that were, inex-
plicably, never turncd over to McVeigh's

lawyers before his trial. While there was no indication that the
documents would have changed the outcomec—the defendant
has confessed to the bombing—his lawyers demandcd extra
tlime to examine them and reserved the right to seek a retrial.
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DELIVERING DEATH
Most European countries have abolished b L A handful of troubling U.S. death-row cases have inspired concern

the death penalty. A look at its recent history 4 K BT 0 0] bkt among people around the world—but sometimes that wasn't enough & & |_ IE*F‘!L' CHAIR
in the region—and some of the last to die - - - : S

- Mumia Abu-famal Gary Graham prizopses dt4
18572 Fllllﬂlld { On Daath Row o i | Executed et d g
Firing Squad - ' = June 22, 2000 chair and shocked
JUAN PAREDES MANOT 1944 = - e Pethaps the coun- with 500 o
Franco ordered the ' 18 e i L] ' try's most calebrat- ! A G : 2,000 volts.
Bk i il st it UK. 18972 ; 4 ry's most eelsbirat W o I 1981, Graham

Malfunctlons are
not unknown:-in
1997 an lhmate's
hoad burst intg

| Mames

7 : E i ad Fe-rowy in- L I ] was copvicted of

to deathin 1975 Hanging }.E.}E Flnng squ&d 4 ' flle e e I mate, Abu-Jamal Tl murdering a 53-
1964 (1982 _195'[! 7 i = ot VU " was sentenced to ; | year-old man during
19098 o978, L . : i B die for killing a ; a supermarket rob-

Phlladelphia police bery. The prosecu-

TIM A RIGHT—EORE &

= B . - | \ officer in 1981, A tion was almost an-
- e B - iy P ™ - -

E b ; : treasomn di \ i v il B pistol registerad Lo A ! tirely based on the
EElgl:m B I3 ;EEI'I'I'EEIW o X Wy : ' hintand five spent = T B lastimony of & sin-
: _{gg!é e 1949 s : s o s shigll easings were found at the scene, but e eyewitness. Graham pleaded guilty to 10

""'\) =hArLL shimony from wilnesses who identifisd oth- robberies bul maintained he was nnocont of

Eels
1890 ! L) er Susuenls as the Killer was never heard at the murder angd said exculpatory evidence
France ]_uxemhumg < Austria e ¥ = his trial. Abu-Jamal's books and newspaper was suppressed at the trial, After the U.S.
'Guillﬂﬁlﬁl flrlnﬁ‘ﬂfl d : L F : E:‘:Ilumnﬁ hmr‘r,t 1_.-.rm'l I:rm '.:'-'“'Jf_'! public support, Supreme IZ-‘1:~|..|:rt denled his ._HFI'.IE{?T, Graham
_19?? 19319 3 £ e - A s ek T i Fa ut he may soon exhaust his appeals was put to death by [ethal injection
1ag1; i :

Portugal

b L 8 Iohnny Paul Penry | ; | Betty Lou Beets A pres
1"3?5 e B p e E ; LETHAL INAECTIOM In what 15 now the
. Spillll . k e i A [ . i On Doath Row Executed ;
; _j,i Firine's uad,." "u““g o : i o i Feb, 24 3000 most common U.S. method of execution
1o J.‘EJT% ;! gn =i B ltl!l}" = LT L1 3 : iy Sentenced to din 2t (35 sfates), the inmate is securad toa
NSO L 1 ',:'""g “iad ") : T ! ik i y for stabbing & 22- SHa was sanlanced gwrnioy and injected with chemicals that
g el b | - ' & o ' year-old woman to p to death for the Hialt breathing and heartheat
Dale of last esecution 1994 vz g Greece - . . A : itk Ia - e oo
e R el e B e - o i / death in 1972, 1983 murder of her
Exbm) |1;rrﬂ;:n1c£.r-:w Ié.éil.gnﬁlul all offenses : 1Y Fiting squad 38 & % - i 4 s Ponry s awaiting i fifth husband,
1972 WSS L ke i : S s ; ¢_'|I'HII.II|E gas
— 1953 o il e, LT frim the U5, £ S PR 2 emanatos fram
HAMIDA DIANDOUEBI i 5 _ Supreme Coutl In =~ % hackyard. Beets < i the floor of the
CAPITAI- [ His execution in B il b et D . | = ol March the couit = : also indicted, j_ | chamher and
1977 was the last ok - heard arguments ) K but never triod, for . i slowly envelops
Lise of the death penalty in the U.S. inthe E.U. pilisgd b i = from lawyers reduasting a new sentencing the shooting death of her fourth hushand. i the prisonar. He
sinee its restoration in 1976 | = j : haaring for Penry, whe has an I of 60, The Years aftar her trial, she claimod she had Ei goes Into eardiac
i . ' : ' tawyers claim that the jury in Penry's trial been the victlm of spousal abuse, but Bush it arrest and dies
== LSy i | . \ was not instructed to consider his- mental re- turned down her appeal for a stay of execu- j i within mimutes.
A s | 1 | u s j 1 i N . tardation a sulficient reazon to docida tion. Beets was only the fourth woman pul 1 ‘* Currently usod In
1976 1877 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1087 1088 1989 1990 1991 1992 1093 1904 1095 1996 1997 against & death sentence to derth in the U.S. since 1976 =0

That stunning developmen! inlerrupt- {eWVeigh ur long delay the execution thal
lur{ 1 heading | he bt 'Eur the | arm. I".h

eSS 1
prolile At y P ]1'|-:E]}’ b
terTorist : n 115, i render. I Ii ; 1 B 1 cuted in 3 ssent to ch s Lhe iifes; that

| moved Inlrluj._ I'"rn ernonr

4The Amé”rli:éné_ kéep handmg ouf clubs for_ 6thers to heat them Wlth ...Europ;aans are only too hépi:y to cntlclze.;

:'?- 0

TIME, MA 'TT!‘.-H: MA



deluxe conmtry among the democravies re-
sorts to this kind of harbarity,”

Concerning the guestion of capital
punishment, the U.5. and its allies sland o
apposite sides of a great divide. All 15
members of the Turopean Union have
banned the death penalty, and the organi-
zation uclively promotes ifs aboliion
throughout the world. Brussels has made
aholition @ precomdition tw EU, member-
ship, s has the 4dl-member Council of Eu-
ropn, thereby spurring most Eastand Cen-
tral Europoan aspivants to do sway with
cupital punishment,

MNor does Furope hesitate Lo pressure
the U.5. un [his point. Last year alone, the
presidency of the E.U, sent then-Governor
Creovge W, Bush cight letters pleading for
the pardon of death-row inmates in Texas,
The 15U, publicly protests each exceution
that takes place. Last year, 1010, ambas-
sadors in Whashington presented the State
Department with a memorandum calling
for an end 1o capital punishmicnl and vole-
ing “voneern about the increasing number
of persons senlenend to death in the Unit-
ed States.” Without naming (he VLS. specif-
tcully, French Prusident facgues Chirac
called for “univorsal abolition of (he death
penalty” in a speech to the .M. Human
Rights Commission in Geneva last March.

International criticism hus increasing-
ly fucused on Preswdenl Bush himself,
whnse record of presiding aver 162 cxecn.
Homs during his five years us Toxas Gover-
nor has given him the niclkname of “Mr,
1cath Penally” among European oppo-
nents of capital punishmenl, Though the
deuth penalty was nol an impoiantissuc 1o
L5, voters last Movember, it dominated
Europtan press coverago of e presiden-
tia] eampaign, “Bush makes no apology lor
his hideows track record,” said an cditorial
in Britain’s Mimor newspaper, as Texus
was preparing 1o cxerute mentally retard-
ed Johnny Paul Penry, "And, distorhingly,
he hias mass support from Americans, dri-
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APRIL 199" The ladnrnl building in Oklahoma l'.'.!ty after the blast that clalm&d 168 lives

vien by their oul-nl-eontrol gun culture and
hlood lust for retribution,” Leé Monde editor
Jean-Marie Colombani wrote: "The dealh
penalty, along with limits on ahortion
rights and the sale of fircarns, is digging «
pull hetween America and the Old Confi
nent, a gulf of values and misunderstand-
ing thal dvives them apart, In this domain,
President Bush, morve than any of bis pre-
decessurs, incamates un America that is
more and more distanl lrom Europe,”
Washinglon officials are unmoved by
such erilicism. “The Prosident helieves
that (he death penalty saves lves and
sorves as o delerrent to orime,” says White
House spokesman Acd Fleischer. The State

Diepartment offers & more diplomatic bul
comally firm defense. “We know there isa
lot of conearn arpund the world,” says an
ufficial, “but at this point our nativn be-
lieves that it is an appropriste punishment
for certain crimes if handled under very
carell legal procedures. We think that our
systemn stands up to scrutiny becanse it is
constantly under its own seruting.” Anoth-
or official notes simply that it is the will of
the people.” End of story,

But if they bothered 1o read their own
diplomatic cables, lat alone the Quropean
press; officials in Washinglon would know
that this issue is doing serious damags Lo
America’s image and influence abroad.

LETTERS TO ACTIVIST JAN ARRIENS: FROM RICHARD ROS551

4t Yes, it is true that my time on this earth is starting to run short.

1 guess we all lose track of that as we develop relationships.7?

Thanks foryour letter of 28
Ol Yes, itis true thatmy
tirne o Lhis earth is starting
to run short. | guessweall
loze track of that aswe
develop relationships over
tha yoars. The good
relationships take time o
develop, and then we are
saying goodbye. We will ight
as hard as we gan.

| am pleased you found

chapter one to be done well
and interesting. | did notwant
1o gointo my life, butan
aulhior owes it to his reader 1o
Zive appropriate hackground.
The boak is not aboul me ke
50 many O/R boolis are. It
discusses the issues ol the
0/P and O/R. ILis Lnigque. |
had the maniscrpt sentto
Mortheastern University
Prnes, bul no word has come 1983

French pubiisher, and they

at the momenl, They will
begin ta find an American
publisher a5 soon as | sigh
the contract. With my time

pest oplion.
Arlzona. On death row since

rack. | have heard lrom tho

fave accepted the book, itis
belng transiated imo French

running out, | guess this s my
Nov. T, 2000,

fiay 2001 Chalre, sach with a victim's name, stand in quiet memorial at the site; the clock always says 9:01, the minute hefore the axplosion

Wriling in the Washington Fosi Jast Felnu-
ary, former U.5. Ambassador to France Fe-
lix Rohatyn issucd a dive warning on [his
poinl, “[Amevica’s] moral leadership is un-
der challenge,” he wrole, “hecause of two
issues; the death penalty and violence
our society. Duwring my nearly four years in
France, nue single issue evoked as much
passion and as much protest as exceutions
in the United States ... 11 would be worth
having a dialogue n these difficull sub-
jects with our Atlantic allivs—not hy diplo-
mats hut by jurists and parliamentariins
and chiefs of police.”

The most impassioned prolests that Ro-
hatyn alluded to concemed cases in which
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prisuners appeared to have been con-
demned on racial grovnds, or atter unfiir
trials ot which (hey were badly defonded. A
number of such cases huve generated ad
hne support groups, multilingual websiles,
tundrasing campaigns, and letters or phone
valls lo U5, officials by Buropean leaders
(also by Pope Juhm Panl 1T} pleading forv
clemency. In he case of Odell Barnes, a 31-
year-old Mack man convicled of the rape
and murder of his giflfriend, a French sup-
port group linanced a counter-investization
Mhat homed up serious doubts about his
guilt. After Barncs was executed in March
2000, lrench Educativn Miwister Jack
| ang ~who had fovwn (o' Vexas to meet wilh

the: prisoner—charged the U5, with “assas-
sination.” Lang wondered “how Bush can
pretend to run [or President aficr commit-
ting such & orime.”

Timothy McVeigh, however, makes a
far less appealing poster boy for the ant-
death-penalty campaign. A ne'er-do-well
Culf War veteran fascinated with guns and
fanstically opposed to the 1S, govern-
ment, MoVeigh blew up a federal building
in Olduhoma Uity on April 19, 1985 with a
fortilizer bruck bomb. The Blast lilled 168
people, melading 19 children, and injured
500, MeVeigh, 33, who casually referved to
the doad Tdds as “collalera] damage,” has
admitted respunsihility for the decd, ex-

...AND FROM SAM JOHNSON

44 My spirits needed a little boost and you have put me
right hack on top again ...you MAKES ME FEEL BETTER.?

Hurricane Georfes [was] a day
fate, bl vou arc "right on firmel”
| gt youtoday in your lellar and
this kowvedy Gand and, as | said,
yolsare "right on timea]" iy
spinits needed & litlle boost

aned you have put me

moening | wake up and did 100
push ups, just o ses ISt
"hadill” Il ok till yesterday
evning for e to finish bul,
ever 50, e still "Gotit" HA
g |A-HA, | feel Goud, Bro,
7 and hearjng from yad

Bra, | didn't “sae” Chve but
spoke wilh him on the phorie,
[y | hicd "=ee” and | laven't
seen hids nor Beir of Rim sirce.
{smile) | guess he wanlod you to
wiite or fax himn justto “stay in
touch." | didnt know e owed

right back on tup again! # ﬁ % MAKES MEFEEL yiou & [etter] (smiled

{smile) How arnc you ol i - BETIER! — Dot. 2, 1998, Mizsissippi.
feeling, "voungster?" .i . Mothingyetfrom e Ondeath row 1982-1982,
Ha-Ha-Ha, | FEELS court or frem Clive taken off to serve Mife, died
GREAT Yesterday bt ' hopetul, March 2001, sged 58




Lethal Champions

87 countries fetain the death
penalty for ordinary crimes.
Here: are the top five to carry
out executions in 2000

Of hlndreds of
EXeCUtons
repored, many
do nat involve dug

8 process. Main

= mathods:
shoolng and
Behesding

| Main methods are
lathzl 1n|L.1.L|:un

INA SOETVSELTENS

ing. Fo ri‘y of:
theBh were
o exacutad in Tex:Ds
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pressed no remorse and ended the appeals |
process in vrder Lo ensure his exccution, IF

evera prisoner deserved to die, say death |

penalty-supporters, surely it is he,

Yet many aholilioniss see MoVeigh's ox-
geulion as an important tuming point for
their crasade. Says Michel Taube, presidiont
of the Fronch organization 'I'ngether Against
[he 1Death Penalty: “This is the first federal ox-
ecution 38 yours, which constiliutes a ju-
riclical step backmard forthe ULS. MoVeighis
aparadorical fivnre—the worst domestic ler-

rorist America has over known, and af the
same lime an ordinary American, a child of
the divoree generation, of the gun cullure.
Thissays a lol aboul American socichy, itsjus-
tice and its violenes.” As for McVelgh's evi-
dent guilt und the reprehensible nabure ofhis
erime, Taube says that misses the
print, "The problem of the death
penalty is not just the innocent peo-

ple who are eondemmed. We say it

is wrong to execute the guilty,”

Indeed, many anli-death-
penally activises argue
that the lack of extenu-
ating cireemstances in |
MeYeigh's case strips the |
issue down to its essontial
paint: the: nalure of cap-ital - |8
punishment itself. “We see |
this case as an opporlunity
ti show thal we oppose the
death penalty in all cix-
cumstances, suvs Fiors
Dannistcr of Amnesty
Intermational, which
will hold a vigl oul-
side the Terre Haute
prison on the day of
MaoVeigh's  oxcou-
Lion. “I's not about him.
It's ahout eradicating o couel,
trrevocable and outdated pun-
ishment.”

While European advocscy
groups; political officials ani
the media are touting the
MeVeigh sxecution 4s an ar-
vumenl against the (LS. death

1:

ADS AND
ATTITUDE

ISENTENCED T0 DEATH

Olivlers Toscani's "We,
on Death Row" campaign
for Benetton featured ac-
tual condemned prison-
ers, It caused boycotts
and contract tarminations

penalfy, there ave no signs of a mass mobi- |

lization of public opinion. One reason is
the lack of sympathy MoVeigh engenders.
Hoyond  that, though, Euwepesn public
opinion is in fact divided on the death
penally. In Britain, where the last legal ves-
tiges of capital punishment were removed
only in 1988, supporl for the penalty 1e
maing around G0%. A 1996 Dutch poll

&£We think our system stands up to s¢  rutiny because it is constantly under its own scrutiny.”?

M

showed 32% in favor. In laly and Franece,
51_|_P].'_]|_;||‘1 Tuns over 0%,

According to Philippe Méchel, direc-
lor general of France's Sofres polling firm,
Bush and the U.5. still enjoy a faicly posi-
live image in France, despite majority dis-
approval of capital punishment. “Thereis a
big difference between the Europoan
elites and general public” he ohserves.
“T'he dlites, as reflected in the media, make
a big issue of this, but public opinion docs
nol leel ay strongly about ie”

For heller ur worse, the extraordinary
media cireus surrounding MoVeigh's exc-
cubion is sure Lo strengthen those feelings.
At least 1600 print and electromie journal-
ists will be repurting from within the
grounds of the Indiang prison. Eight U.5.

networks will be broadeasting Tive

from the Hoosier

| state. Outside the
prison walls, sou-
venir hawkers will
be selling everything
fronn coffec mugs o
T shirts with pictures

SN of wyringes and he

wirds llnosmr Iospitality.”

Mo images of the execution
will be publicly brosdeast, bul &
media ool of 10 jonrnalists will

o witness and describe the scene,
W\ Cameras will record protest ral-
- Tlies, press comferences and, of
4 pourse, tearful interviews with
victims' relatives, McViigh want-
_ odl the avent hroadeast na-
'F tionally, and a U.5. Internel
firm sought permission to
post the images on its pay-per-
- view website, Anthorities de-
picd Toth requests, although
they haven't entively eliminated
sensationalism from the wilness
chamber: novelist Gore Vi-
dal, wha is writing a piece for
Vunity Fair, will attend as
MeVeigh's porsonal guest.

Some activists ave hoping
that the World Cup-style cov-
crage will linally focus American attention
on the issue of capital punishment. “The
WMeVeiph execution is an imporlanl slepin
raising the level of media coverage of the
death-penalty,” says French sbolitionisis
Michel Taube. “IL can open he debate,
stirilate: donations to anti death-penalty®
groups, push more U5, states to dt"LlHIIL"
moratoriums and gel the Tocal American®

Gy ALAIT
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MASKED BAWL On the day George W. Bush was Inaugurated Presldent, protesters in Paris railed against America's use of the death penally

redia talking aboul these questions ™
(ithers are not so optimistic. “T.5. fas-
cingtion with the MoVeirh cxeculion will
provnote theddea thal American society is
less humane and advanced than Europe,”
says Guillsume Parmenbicr, dircelor of the
Center o American Stodies in Paris.
"Bush's enthusiastic support for executions
15 bad for lransatlantic relalions, 1 gives
the impression that we've drifting apart. Tt
promotes the view, spread by the 1.5, me-
dia, thal the LS. is 4 very vinlent soeiely,”
Indeed, much Furopean commentary
un the event has used it Lo present unfai-
lering porleails of America. Writing in
Pritain’s Independent newspaper, colum-
nist Matasha Walter argued that Americans
should be true Lo their nabares hy publicly
broadeasting  the execution. "People
Pwould watch] out of pure voyourism ...
laughing, drinking heer, cheering. Then
the United States would be revesled inits
Lrue colors—not as the decend, Tomane so-
ciety that it lilkes to sell itself as, but as the
burbaric country that it is, 8 counlry that
Lills and kills again, in the Taee of &l intar-
national condemmation.” More soberly,
GGilles Delafon, foreign affairs columnist
for Franee’s fourial die Dimanche and an-
thor of o boole on American gun violence,

wmries that the death penalty feeds Eu-
rope’s  latent ant-Americanism.  “The
Arnericans keep handing oul clubs for oth-
ers to heat them with—capital punishment,
the refusal to ratify Kyoto, rejection of the
International Crirminal Courl, The. Euro-
peans are only ton happy to have reasons to
criticize the 1.5, because it allows hom lo
say thal their socicly is more civilized and
enlightened. That not only encourages the
anti-Americun, antidlobalizalion  forees,
bul it also canscs dismay and distrust
among those who are not anti-American,”

The Bush Administralion may dismiss
Furope’s concerns as hypoeridcal, mis-
gunided or frvelevant. But in @ world in
which dermocealic values and human rights
are inereasingly hecoming factors in inter-
national relatons—largely under ULS, inllu-
cice—lhers conld he a price to pay for
diplomatic isolation on the issue of capital

| punishment. Barlier this month, the LS,

wias voted ofl The LN, Haman Rights Com-
mission for the first Hme sinees it formation
in 1947, There were several cxplanalions,
ranging from opposition by human rights
offenders tived of U.5, criticism te 1 defoe-
tivn by certain European allics, Bul many
Europeans helicve that America’s persis-
tent use of the death penalty was a faclor.

TINE, MAY 21, 2001

There could be other rude awikenings ind
\he future, Some death-penalty opponents, ¢
citing an international “right of interfer--
ence,” are calling for 4 campsign to pressure 3
[t LS, by all availabile micans—diplomatic,
legal, economic—to re-examine its use of
capitsl punishment, It is unclear whethor .
sieh prossure can sway Ameriean public
opinion or vote-conscious polifcians, But
with Bush's serival in the While LHonse, and
the resumption of federal executions, the
issue is regching eritical mass. Tt will come
upr Lirme and again—al e LN, in LLE.-1-
ropean Union dealings, in intermational fo-
rums like the First World Congress Avainst
the: Death Penalty that will gather in Stras-
bourg next month, headed by the Presi-
dents of the EJU,, the Council of Burope
and major lnimen vights ovganizations. The
1.5, is sure to be their main whipping boy.

Until now, the U5, has boen deaf to for-
cign eriticiam, and domestic debate on the
subhject has been limited, But if the exscution
of & deluded psyehopal Tike Timothy
MeVeigh can prompt a rethinking of this
crucial issue, then, paradodeslly, he may not
have dicd invain,  —With reporting by James
Greff and Gareth Marding/Brussels, Barry Hillen-
brandWashington, Cholstine Whitehonse/Landon
and Regine Wosniiza/Berlin
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Robert Badinter

Death Be Not Proud

Capital punishment is a blight on Americas mmage in the world

BELONCG TO A GENERATION OF EURQPEANS FOR WHOM THE

United Stales embodies democraey, progress and liberty,

I wont there as a student after the war, | have never for-

gutten the warmlh and fricodship that the Amedcan pro-
pleshowed me. Inaword, T belong to thal vanishing species:
the Americanophile,

That is why T am writing this article. I don’l believe thal
Americans fully undersland how their use of thi death
penalty has profoundly degraded the
eounlry’s image in the eyes of other
democratic nalivns. Today, all the
Western demoeracics have abolished
the desth penalty. Almost g1l of
Europe has banished it. € an one seri-
ously believe that, il it constiluted an
effeclive  instrument fur fighting
murderous crimes, the leaders of 1y-
rope’s great states would nol huve re-
instated it long ago? Dyvery sludy
tdune in the abolitionist countries has
reached the same conclusion; the
death penalty has never been a deter-
rent to orime, Tn the U8, ilself, fhe
murder rate is higher in Texas (han it
is in the 12 states that have dropped
the death penalty,

Today, 858% of all known cxeen
tions in the world are carried oul by
four counlries: Ching, Tran, Saudi
Arabia and the 1.5, What, apari from
the death penalty, doesthe .8, have
in common with Hiose eountries?
Useless a3 an instrument to fight
trime, ecapital punishment brings
with it all the cvils of Western society:
racism, sucial injustice, eronomic and cultural incguality.
These traits sre not unigque o America, butthey take on a par-
tieular intensily when viewed in light of the death penalty.

Capital punishment is infected by racisin, African-Amer-
ieans and [lispanics are the most at risk. Are they cun-
demned to death more often than whites hocause their
erimes arc more alrocious or becase they are black or His-
panic? This question alune should sulfice in 2 domocratic so-
ciety to rule oul the death penalty, as it hus in South Africa

The death penalty is not only racist bt inegalilariun.
Mpusi prisoners on dealh row come from the poorest classes,
those excluded lrum American society, They're criminals,
Wo are told, Withoul 4 doubil. Buat has the society thal puts
them Lo death really given them the same chance s those
more fortunate? Moreaver, eapital punishmen!  strikes
mginly those who don't have the moncy to hire competenl,
motivated and well-paid lawyers, Financial necquality be
fore the law can load to the worst possible comsequences. Do

Studies show that execufion s not deterrent

Americans know that during a peviod of almast 20 vears af
ter the 1.5, reinstatied the deall penally, the overall pate of
prejudicial evrorin the eapital punishment system was GEP
Worse still, many innocent people have beaon condemneid o
death. Somc have boen saved in extremis. but how many
uthers have been execuled withaul anyone asling for a pe-
eonsideralion of e trial? 1Ta erime Mt govs unpunished iy
achallenge to suciely, the exeention of an innoccnt person is
, 1he worst act that any community of
¢ dree men can eommit, It is the com-
plete negation of justice. What kind of
justice is it that, in order (o HVETIZE
vietims, becomes criminal itscll by
caecuting innocent people?

What ahoul the barburic practice,
in the 21st century, of excenting the
lceble-minded and mentally defi-
Eive, or the mon and women whose
vrimes were enmmitted when Phiesy
were minors? What kind of suciety is
it thal treats adolescents as adults
when it comes to sentencing them (o
dealh? Is this society ignorant of the
fuct thal every adulescent is a humun
huing in progress; that fur EVEry
young murderer, part of the respon
sibility lics with the parents, the asso-
ciwles, the Loief lile he has lived =0
far -all of which means he cannot be
considercd guilly in the same way as
an adult?

I1is troe that the sulfering of (he
victims calls for both justice and
punishment. But to make the cxecu
tion of the eriminal & bloody retriliu-

tion for the victim’s pain is a relurn to the durkest practices
of the past, Other forms of punishment exist. The erim inals
death does not bring the vielim back, 1t merely adds one
death to another, and adds soeiely’s injustices (o the horror
of the erimu,

When France abalished the death penally in 1481 and 1
gave the guilloline to a museum, thore were 35 abolitionist
nalions in the world, Today, there are 108, de facto snd de
Jure, smong the 189 thal belong to the U.N. Therefare, T ask
my American fricuds: Where is your place in the world, you
whu uspire (o assume ils leadership, not just mmilitarily and
technologically, but also morally and culturally? Ameng the
demoerats who have bunned the death penally? Or alengsid
totalitarian (hina and fanatical tran? 5]
Robert Badinter, a French Senator and former Justics Min
ister, was the prime mover behind his country’s decision to
abulish the death penalty fn 1951
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VIEWPOINT
Antony J. Blinken

Listen to the People

Capital punishment is more popular in T rope than its polilicians admit

RESIDENT BUSHS DECISION TO DECIARE DEAD THE

Kyuto Climate Change Protocol pruduced at least one

unintended result: the covironment bumped the

death ponulty as Hxhibit A in the Europeanindicl ment
of American valuey and policies. Alas, the pullicity sur-
tounding  this weeks planned  execution of lmothy
MeVeigh—including the fact that upward of 75% of Ameri-
cans want to see him put to death—is likely to relurn capital
punishment (o the top of Europe’s complainl, In Amcrican
suppurt for the death penally, some
Eurgpeans see compelling evidence
thal our sociclics ave growing aparl,
There is just one problem with this
analysis: it s wrong, If anything,
American and Furopean views on the
death penalty are converging,

As President Clinlon's senior ad-
viser for European affairs, lislening to
denuncialions of the death ponalty
was & regalar feature ol my job. Twas
un the recuiving end of letter-writing
campaigns,  diplomalic  demarches
and questions (rom journalists aboul
s or thal vapital case, Towns in Italy
and Franee deployerd delegations to
the 05, to lobly members of Con-
gress and slate goverpors for pardons.
In the run-up o the November 115,
clection, French ducation Minister
Jack Lang brinded Croorge W Busha
“serial sssassin” for presiding over
duzens ol ciecutions in Texas,

ln my meclings wilth Europeans,
I would point oul that some 100 oth-
er countrics at least nominally permit
exceutions, including large democracies like Indiy and
Japan. Internationsl law alluws the death penalty, The U5,
stpreme Court has held it constitutional, The 38 U.S, states
that have adopled it did su through o democratio process,
These arguments failed to sway my Huropean interlocators,
The death penalty, they arsued, has no place i a civilized
soointy,

But il you peel awsy the Tayers of cimotion and rhetarie,
snme surprising facts emorge. As il happens, Tdonal suppaor
the dealh penalty —and neither do nicarly 40%, of Americans,
up from about 25% just four yewrs ago. Lack of suppord
jumps to 50% when surveys pose life imprisunment without
the possibility of parole as the alternalive. Tast vear, 1Minois
declared a morstorium on applying the deuth penalty, Since
then, municipalilies across the coinbry have pussed rosolu-
livns calling on their states to fllow suil, Even in Texas, sup-
port for capilal punishment has dropped to its lowest level in
three decades -68%, down from 86% in 1994, Notes Andrew

A concise death ponalty defense in Delaware

Kohut, director of the Pew Research Center [ar (he People
and the Press: “Rising opposilion to the death penalty hes
been one of the few liberal social (rends in recent vears,”

This shift is the product of highly publicized reversals in
capilal cases—many aller the application of sophistivated
D4 technology -and evidence thal the death penalty is ap-
plied disproportionalely to minorities. Nusrly bwo-lhirds ol
Americans favor a temporary hall W executions whila Sleps
are taken Lo ensure that the system worls tairly. Declining
eathusiasm for the death penalty alsn
reflects the sharp drop in viclent
crime in Americs, now al 4 23-year
low. Far frum embracing the death
penalty, Americans are debating i,

Across the Alluntic, il Lurns oul
thut Europeans support capital pun-
ishment in pumbers similar o
Americans. Sinen France abolished
the death penalty in 1981, support
for ils reinstilution has hovered
arpund 50%. In Italy, where cupital
punishment wus prohibited by (he
post-World War [T constilulion, an
ejual peveentage favor its revival, In
Brilain, between two-lhirds and
three-muarters of (he populace sup-
poet capital punishment. Warther
east, 60% of Cenlral Enropesns hack
the deafh penalty, Their voice will
het ignored because the European
Union requires aspiring mombers to
prohibit capital punishment. Signif-
icant majevitics in France, Germany
and Frilain say (hat, in any event,
the death penalty is an internal mat-
ter—their governmonts should not exert pressure on th
LL5, to abolish it

The death penalty docs not reflect a divide between the
European und American peoples. Tt may reveal differences
botwesn our political enliures. “liuropeans crave exeeitions
almosl #s much gy their American counterparts™ wriles
Jushua Micah Marshall, an edilor of the American Frospeni
magazine. “17s just that heir politicians don’l lsten to (hem,
In ofther words, if these countries political cultures Are:
rorally suporior to America’s, il is becausc they arc loss de-
maoeratic.” Thal may strike sume as an unfair indictment of
Europe’s politieal class, But so is using the death penalty 1o
impeach American socicty—and (o deery @ values Eap be
tween the T8, and Euvope that docs notin el exist o
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